2

Soil Conservation

Dear Culture Contrarians,

Everyone knows the Parable of the Sower. Most people think the Sower is preaching the Gospel of Grace and anyone who does not persevere with good works doesn’t make it to heaven, but did you know that the parable isn’t about the Sower? It is about the soils! Jesus describes four different responses to the same message, or simply put, how people respond to the message of the kingdom. 1. Stoney ground doesn’t believe 2. Rocky ground believes and doesn’t mature 3. Thorny ground believes, but gets distracted and loses focus and 4. Good ground believes and produces various amounts of fruit. Only the first ground are unbelievers, and all the rest are believers. Luke 8:10 makes it clear that the Sower is not sowing the Gospel of Grace; he is preaching about the coming millennial kingdom! This parable comes after the leadership of Israel has rejected the message and attributed Christ’s works and message to Satan. The kingdom will be delayed because the Jewish leadership refused to believe in Jesus. 

The first soil is like the religious leaders; they refuse to believe and be saved. Among those who do believe there are a variety of responses. The second soil believes for a while and then loses interest because of trials. Trials, you see, are an integral part of a believer’s preparation for service in the coming kingdom (Acts 14:22). Many believers, however, lose sight of the kingdom because trials trip them up. The third soil allows things like wealth to lure them away from the truly serious wealth in the kingdom. The fourth soil describes believers who bear fruit in varying degrees of productivity.

Moses provides a great illustration of how the coming kingdom can influence present-day decisions. As the virtual ruler of Egypt, with all its wealth and sin, he left that life and identified with the enslaved Jews. This is a no brainer. Moses saw the reward of the future and made a current decision that only makes sense in light of Christ’s coming kingdom (Hebrews 11:24-26). 

The parable of the soils is not talking about how to get to heaven. The Sower is not giving out the Gospel of Grace; he is preaching about the coming kingdom. We are fighting against a culture that appears to be winning. This is by Christ’s design so that we learn to walk by faith. Part of that walk is praying, “Thy kingdom come,” and making choices today in light of the return of Jesus and the millennial kingdom of God. Let’s not allow our culture to blur our focus on our Savior. He will return and usher us into His kingdom, and it will be worth it all when we see Jesus.

For more Culture Contrarian articles, please see: https://www.drmjeffa.com/culture.html
For the sermon series on Genesis, please see: https://www.drmjeffa.com/menu_gen.html

My love to you all,

Dr. Marvin J. Effa
Bethany Bible Church and School
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Commissioner, TEPSAC
